8-7. Branch 14--Air Defense Artillery (Proponent: Air Defense Artillery School)

Air Defense Artillery is a combat arms branch of the Army, providing air and missile defenses for theater CINCs, and coverage for the combined arms commander throughout the continuum of airland operations. Air Defense Artillery ensures the force decisive victory with minimum casualties by allowing freedom of maneuver and force protection. It also protects command and control centers that manage the battle, enabling our forces to sustain the war by protecting logistical centers and other vital theater geopolitical and military assets by destroying enemy aircraft, cruise, and tactical ballistic missiles. Air Defense Artillery units maintain a high state of readiness for immediate worldwide deployment. In peacetime, Air Defense Artillery warrant officers constantly train for their wartime mission. Additionally, they are assigned to varied positions to include combat development, joint staff, and training activities. The technological expertise of the Air Defense Artillery warrant officer must be extensive enough to cover highly specialized weapon and command and control systems (PATRIOT, THAAD, JTAGS, AMDPCS, and Bn TOCs). Air Defense Artillery warrant officers are authorized in Active and Reserve Component units.

