3-17. Dental Corps (63) (Proponent: Office of The Surgeon General)

a. Branch description. The Dental Corps is a special branch of the Army composed of commissioned officers that are graduates of dental school accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General. To practice dentistry, a dental officer must possess a DDS or DMD degree and a valid, current license from one of the fifty United States, a U.S. Territory, or the District of Columbia. The unrestricted practice of dentistry requires individual credential per AR 40-68. The mission of the Dental Corps in peace is to ensure that each soldier is in optimal oral health and prepared to deploy without becoming a non-combat dental casualty. A secondary mission is to provide dental health care to family members and other eligible beneficiaries of the military community per Public Law and AR 40-3. In war, the mission of the Dental Corps is to conserve the fighting strength of soldiers by the restoration and preservation of oral health and function, and assisting in the emergency medical management of combat and noncombat casualties. In both peace and war, the Dental Corps has the mission to support casualty identification through dental forensic identification operations. The principal functions performed by military dentists are: clinical and laboratory dentistry, command and staff, teaching, and research. Teaching is identified as a separate function although it is an all-pervasive element of the profession of dentistry and is implied in each of the functional areas.


b. Branch qualifications. AR 135-101 and DA Pam 600-4 list qualifications for entry into this branch.


c. General Dentist (63A).


(1) Description of duties. Examine, diagnose, and treat diseases, injuries and defects of teeth, jaws, oral cavity, and supporting structures.



(2) Special qualifications. Must be able to perform the duties described above, and is a graduate of a dental school acceptable to The Surgeon General, Department of the Army.



(3) Special grading of positions. None.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) General Dental Officer.




(b) Unit Dental Surgeon.




(c) Clinic Chief.


d. Comprehensive Dentist (63B).


(1) Description of duties. Provides comprehensive oral health care to include the teaching of diagnostic/management skills, and develops and executes treatment plans involving multiple dental specialties.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an advanced education in general dentistry program (Comprehensive Dentistry) of at least 2 consecutive years duration which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General. 




(b) For Reserve Component qualification - award of the AOC 63B00 designator may be made by the ARPERCOM AOC Awards Board when applicants, who’s primary AOC is 63A, have qualifications consistent with the following criteria: 





1. Reclassification may be awarded to dental officers with a primary AOC of 63A who possess a minimum of 7 years of clinical experience in the practice of general dentistry and one of the two criteria listed below.






a. Board certification by the American Board of General Dentistry (formerly, the Certifying Board of General Dentistry).






b. Mastership in the Academy of General Dentistry.





2. Or; reclassification may be awarded to dental officers with a primary AOC of 63A who possess a minimum of 7 years of clinical experience in the practice of general dentistry and two of the three listed below:






a. Completion of a 1 year Advanced Education Program in general dentistry.






b. Two years of ongoing teaching experience in a general dentistry educational program.






c. Fellowship in the Academy of General Dentistry.




(c) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Comprehensive Dental Officer.




(b) Chief, General Dentistry Team.




(c) Commander, Medical Detachment (Dental Service).




(d) Program Director, Assistant Program Director, Training Officer; Advanced Education in General Dentistry.




(e) Instructor, Academy of Health Sciences.




(f) Comprehensive Dentistry Consultant, OTSG.




(g) Unit Dental Surgeon.




(h) Clinic Chief.


e. Periodontist (63D).


(1) Description of duties. Examines, diagnoses, and treats or  prescribes treatment for the supporting and surrounding tissues of the teeth or their substitutes and performs implantation or transplantation of teeth or their replacement analogues.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advanced Specialty Education Program in Periodontics which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Periodontist.




(b) Program Director, Assistant Program Director, Senior Resident Training Officer, Junior Resident Training Officer; Advanced Specialty Education Program in Periodontics.




(c) Periodontics Consultant, OTSG.




(d) Clinic Chief.


f. Endodontist (63E).


(1) Description of duties. Examines, diagnoses, and treats or prescribes treatment of diseases of the dental pulp, traumatic injuries to the pulp and periradicular tissues, and the sequelae of these diseases and injuries.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advanced Specialty Education Program in Endodontics which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Endodontist.




(b) Program Director, Assistant Program Director, Senior Resident Training Officer, Junior Resident Training Officer; Advanced Specialty Education Program in Endodontics.




(c) Endodontics Consultant, OTSG.




(d) Clinic Chief.


g. Prosthodontist (63F).


(1) Description of duties. Examines, diagnoses, and treats or prescribes treatment for personnel who require management of complex occlusal problems or who require replacement of missing teeth and associated structures through the fabrication and placement of fixed, removable, or semi-fixed maxillofacial prostheses.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advanced Specialty Education Program in Prosthodontics which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Prosthodontist.




(b) Maxillofacial Prosthodontist.




(c) Program Director, Assistant Program Director, Training Officer: Advanced Specialty Education Program in Prosthodontics.




(d) Commander, Area Dental Laboratories.




(e) Instructor, Academy of Health Sciences.




(f) Prosthodontics Consultant, OTSG.




(g) Chief, Dental Laboratory Branch.




(h) Clinic Chief.


h. Public Health Dentist (63H).


(1) Description of duties. Conducts research, studies and analyses of epidemiologic and dental health services issues. Makes recommendations on policies and programs of the dental health delivery system.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advanced Specialty Education Program in Dental Public Health which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to the Surgeon General.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Dental Public Health Staff Officer.




(b) Dental Public Health Research Officer.




(c) Major Medical Command, Dental Public Health Officer.




(d) Dental Public Health Consultant, OTSG.


i. Pediatric Dentist (63K).


(1) Description of duties. Examines, diagnoses, and treats or prescribes treatment for diseases, abnormalities, injuries, and defects of teeth and supporting structures for children from birth through adolescence, and special patients of any age who demonstrate mental, physical, and/or emotional handicaps.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advanced Specialty Education Program in Pediatric Dentistry which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Pediatric Dentist.




(b) Program Director, Assistant Program Director, Senior Resident Training Officer, Junior Resident Training Officer; Advanced Specialty Education Program in Pediatric Dentistry.




(c) Pediatric Dental Consultant, OTSG.




(d) Clinic Chief.


j. Orthodontist (63M).


(1) Description of duties. Examines, diagnoses, treats, or prescribes treatment of the growing and mature dentofacial structures to include movement of teeth; treats malformations of the craniofacial complex; and, in conjunction with oral and maxillofacial surgery, attains and maintains physiological health of the patient.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advance Special Education Program in Orthodontics which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Orthodontist.




(b) Program Director, Assistant Program Director, Senior Resident Training Officer, Junior Resident Training Officer; Advanced Specialty Education Program in Orthodontics.




(c) Orthodontic Consultant, OTSG.




(d) Clinic Chief.


k. Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon (63N).


(1) Description of duties. Examines, diagnoses, and treats or prescribes treatment for conditions involving diseases, defect, or injury to the oral and maxillofacial region including oral and maxillofacial surgical procedures and adjunctive care.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advanced Specialty Education Program in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General. Must possess a valid DDS, DMD, or a combination DDS/MD, DMD, MD degree.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon.




(b) Program Director, Assistant Program Director, Training Officer; Advanced Specialty Education Program in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.




(c) Chief, Surgery Branch, Dental Research Unit.




(d) Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Consultant, OTSG.




(e) Chief, Department of Dentistry.




(f) Clinic Chief.


l. Oral Pathologist (63P).


(1) Description of duties. Examines, diagnoses, treats, and studies diseases of dental and oral tissues. Provides forensic dental identification/support.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Completion of an Advanced Specialty Education Program in Oral Pathology which is accredited by the American Dental Association and acceptable to The Surgeon General.




(b) Be able to perform duties of AOC 63A.



(3) Special grading of positions. For positions coded MAJ and above.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Oral Pathologist.




(b) Program Director, Assistant Program Director; Advanced Specialty Education Program in Oral Pathology.




(c) Chief, Pathology Branch, Dental Research Unit.




(d) Chairman, Department of Oral Pathology, AFIP.




(e) Oral Pathology Consultant, OTSG.




(f) Forensic Dentistry Consultant, OTSG.


m. Executive Dentist (63R).


(1) Description of duties. The AOC 63R is a duty position only  and is considered specialty immaterial. A dental officer assigned to this duty AOC functions in a variety of command or staff positions through the Army Dental Card System as stated in paragraph (4) below.



(2) Special qualifications.



(a) Must have been awarded a primary AOC as described in paragraph (c) through (m) above. Must maintain clinical proficiency in their AOC.




(b) Should be a graduate of AMEDD Officer Advanced Course and the Command and General Staff College.




(c) Demonstrated success in previous leadership positions of increasing responsibility.



(3) Special grading of positions. Executive Dentist positions are coded LTC or COL.



(4) Unique duty positions.



(a) Dental Activity Commander/Director of Dental Services.




(b) Dental Unit Commander.




(c) Commander, Branch Chief; Dental Research Unit.




(d) Dental Staff Officer, DoD, OTSG, MACOM, Academy of Health Sciences.




(e) Dental Surgeon, Army, Corps, MACOM, Joint Command, STARC.

